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Learning Days registration closes May 1 
 
REGISTER NOW for the 2015 Minnesota Learning Days Conference, 

"Moving Forward Together: Building Healthy Minnesota Communities" 

Gain knowledge and build partnerships among health care, behavioral health, long-term and post-acute care, local 
public health, social services and consumers. 

May 12 – 14 at River's Edge Convention Center, St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

Sponsors: 

 Minnesota Department of Health – Health Care Homes 

 Minnesota Department of Human Services 

 Minnesota Accountable Health Model - State Innovation Model (SIM) 

REGISTRATION CLOSES MAY 1. 

Request for Applications (RFA) for HealthRise US Grant Program 
Medtronic Philanthropy’s HealthRise US Grant Program is requesting applications to fund projects in Hennepin, 

Ramsey and Rice Counties to increase provider and community capacity where high rates of diabetes and 
cardiovascular disease are prevalent. Preference will be given to applications that show collaboration and 
partnership between healthcare systems and community-based organizations and integrate frontline health 
workers such as CHWs, Community Paramedics and others. 

 Questions Due Date: May 13, 2015 by 11:59 pm CST 

 RFA Due Date and Time: June 16, 2015, by 11:59 pm CST 

Registration now open for the Minnesota e-Health Summit: June 16-17, 2015 
Visit the 2015 Minnesota e-Health webpage to register for the 11th Annual Minnesota e-Health Summit: 
Connecting Communities to Advance Population Health. The Summit is Tuesday-Wednesday, June 16-17, 2015 at 
the DoubleTree Hotel in St. Louis Park. 

The Summit will include full sessions with speakers offering both national and statewide perspectives, breakout 
sessions with practical information from those achieving success, and setting-specific workshops for peer learning 
and problem solving. This year will feature two national keynote speakers:  

Tuesday June 16: Dr. David Ross, Director of the Public Health Informatics Institute and Co-Chair of the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation's Data For Health initiative. An internationally renowned expert, Dr. Ross is on the 
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leading edge in recognizing and interpreting the forces, trends and technologies impacting health care and public 
health. He will discuss the goals of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation's Data For Health initiative, using 
information effectively for improving health nationwide. See information on the report under National section.  

Wednesday June 17: Dr. Mitchell H. Katz, Director, Los Angeles County Department of Health Services As 
Director of one of the nation's largest health systems, Dr. Katz will provide unique insight into the need and 
applicability of using data elements that capture social determinants of health when caring for patients in diverse 

communities and leveraging that information to improve individual care and inform population health decisions.  

Visit the Minnesota e-Health Summit website to download the brochure with more information on registration. For 
general questions on the Minnesota e-Health Summit contact bob.b.johnson@state.mn.us.  

Summit sponsorship and exhibitor opportunities are still available; please contact Karen Beaulieu at 
kbeaulieu@mngts.org or 651-222-7409 x 203, for more information. 

Data Analytics IHP Provider grants  
The Minnesota Department of Human Services is seeking proposals from Integrated Health Partnerships (IHP) for 
data analytics projects that will advance the goals of the Minnesota Accountable Health Model. Successful 
responders will receive funds to implement or expand data analytic initiatives, infrastructure or tools that advance 
their ability to manage cost and quality. 

For this RFP, data analytics refers to an IHP's ability to integrate, aggregate or utilize clinical, administrative and 
financial information into organization and provider decision making processes in a systematic and meaningful 

way. It is expected that projects supported by these funds are part of existing analytic efforts; are already in 
beginning stages of implementation; or have completed sufficient scoping and requirements planning such that 
IHPs could immediately begin work on the proposed project to enhance or accelerate their ability to achieve the 
Triple Aim of health care which includes: improving the patient experience of care (including quality and 
satisfaction), improving the health of populations and reducing the per capita cost of health care.  

Eligible applicants for this grant must be contracted with the State as participants of the Integrated Health 
Partnerships (IHP) demonstration. IHPs may partner, employ or subcontract with other organizations in order to 
accomplish their proposed projects. In order to encourage replicability, avoid duplication and increase efficiency of 
proposed projects, special consideration will be given to IHPs who submit proposals together.  

A total of $4 million in federal funding is available for the projects outlined in this RFP (estimated 5-15 grants 
funded). An estimated range of awards are $200,000 to $750,000, per IHP responder. The maximum award is 
$750,000 per IHP on the application response.  

Proposals must be submitted by 4:00 p.m. Central Time on May 18, 2015. For questions about this funding 
opportunity contact Heather Petermann at heather.petermann@state.mn.us.  

Request for Proposals for a Qualified Grantee to Implement Data Analytic Projects within Integrated Health 
Partnerships  

Informational webinar on the Practice Transformation grants, Round Two RFP 
An optional webinar on round two of the Practice Transformation grants RFP is scheduled for Tuesday, May 19, 
2015 from 10-11 am CDT. The webinar will provide a brief overview of the State Innovation Model (SIM) 
project and review what is required for the Request for Proposal (RFP) for Practice Transformation. There will also 
be an opportunity to ask questions in the later part of the webinar regarding grant requirements. Applications for 
this grant are due Friday, June 26, 2015 at 4 pm CDT.  

The goal of the Practice Transformation grant program is to support a range of providers and teams in primary 
care, behavioral health, social services to allow team members to participate in transformation activities that 

advance the goals of patient centered, coordinated, and accountable care.  

Register for the webinar. 

Joint Community Advisory and Multi-Payer Task Force meeting 
The Minnesota Accountable Health Model is holding a joint meeting of its Community Advisory and Multi-Payer 
Task Forces on Wednesday, May 20 2015 from 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM at TIES Event Center, Hamline Hall, 1644 
Larpenteur Ave. W, Falcon Heights, 55113. The agenda will be available on the Minnesota Accountable Health 
Model website prior to the meeting date.  
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Request for proposals (RFP) for Emerging Professions Integration grant 
program 
The Office of Rural Health and Primary Care, at the Minnesota Department of Health, is soliciting grant proposals 
for projects that integrate emerging professions into the workforce and advance the goals of the Minnesota 
Accountable Health Model. 

Approximately $150,000 may be available, for up to five grant projects. The awards will be up to $30,000 each. 
Eligible applicants include any type of organization that has the capacity to employ a community health worker, 
community paramedic, dental therapist or advanced dental therapist. These emerging professions have the 
potential to work for a wide range of organizations and in a wide range of settings. Examples of eligible applicants 
may include hospitals, clinics, ambulatory services, health care providers in a cost sharing arrangement, 
nonprofits, educational settings, mental health centers, dental offices, senior centers, faith-based programs, 
nursing homes, local public health programs, group homes, inpatient mental health facilities, and human services 

programs, including substance use disorder treatment programs.  

To be considered for funding, proposals must be received by 4:00 p.m., Friday, June 12, 2015 at the Minnesota 
Department of Health, 85 East Seventh Place, Suite 220, St. Paul, MN 55101; Attention: Kay Herzfeld. Late 
proposals will not be considered.  

A copy of the full Request for Proposal may be obtained on the Emerging Professions webpage. 

For more information contact Kay Herzfeld at (651) 201-3846 or via email at kay.herzfeld@state.mn.us 

Minnesota Accountable Health Model Practice Facilitation grant awards 
The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) awarded $966,601 to two organizations to provide practice facilitation 
services to primary care and behavioral health providers within the state of Minnesota. Combined, the two 
awardees could serve between 30-40 organizations in Minnesota. 

Practice facilitation is provided by individuals or a team of people with expertise and skills in organizational 
assessments, project management, and the tools to move organizations toward more quality, efficiency, cost 

effectiveness, engagement by the consumer, and improvement in population health. 

The two organizations receiving awards for practice facilitation are:  

 Institute for Clinical Systems Improvement (ICSI) /Stratis Health, Bloomington, Minnesota, 
$473,913 

 National Council for Behavioral Health, Washington, D.C., $492,688 

ICSI/Stratis Health will provide practice facilitation to 10 to 15 primary care and specialty clinics to expand the 
numbers of patients who are served by team-based integrated/coordinated care in Minnesota. They will work with 
participating provider organizations to identify project goals and measures in relationship to the targeted areas of: 
total cost of care; health care homes; integration of health care with behavioral health, social services, long term 
care and post-acute care services; integration of non-physician health care team members, expanded community 
partnerships; health IT; and chronic care management. 

The National Council on Behavioral Health will provide practice facilitation services for up to 25 care teams 
from these two organizations: the MN Association for Community Health Centers - Federally Qualified Health 
Center (MNACHC-FQHC) and the MN Association for Community Mental Health Providers (MACMHP). Ten of these 
organizations will be in rural and underserved communities. The practice facilitation initiative will guide 
participants through elements of infrastructure development, including health information exchanges and options 
for financial sustainability, designing efficient and effective care delivery systems, and enhancing patient 
experience. Each of the participating teams will identify at least two community partners such as hospitals, social 
services organizations, or facilities providing long-term care and/or post-acute care services. 

Each organization will establish a recruitment process for selection of organizations interested in participating in 
practice facilitation activities. The recruitment process is scheduled to occur during the summer and fall of 2015. 
Funding for the grantees to provide practice facilitation services is available through the end of December of 2016. 

Minnesota's $45 million State Innovation Model (SIM) grant makes these Practice Facilitation grants possible. MDH 

and Department of Human Services (DHS) jointly received the federal grant in 2013 and are using funds to 
implement the Minnesota Accountable Health Model. Practice Facilitation projects must support the broad goal of 
the Minnesota Accountable Health Model to help its providers and communities work together to create healthier 
futures for Minnesotans. 
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Minnesota Accountable Health Model Updates 
Visit the Minnesota Accountable Health Model website for frequent updates, including a list of upcoming RFP 
opportunities and a map of awardees to date. 

 
Disclaimer: You will receive system-generated emails with links to the information you signed up for when you subscribed. This service is 
provided to you at no charge by the Minnesota Department of Human Services. Privacy Policy 
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