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Privacy, Security and Consent Management for Electronic Health Information 
Exchange Grant Program awards $299,137 to Hielix, Inc. 
The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) awarded a $299,137 grant to Hielix, Inc., for work on Part B of the 
Privacy, Security and Consent Management for Electronic Health Information Exchange Grant Program. They will 
focus on providing technical assistance and education on e-health privacy, security and consent management for 

health information exchange (HIE). The intent of this grant program is intended to support health care 
professionals, hospitals and health settings in using e-health to improve health, increase patient satisfaction, 
reduce health care costs, and improve access to the information necessary for individuals and communities to 
make the best possible health decisions. This funding will further support readiness to advance the Minnesota 
Accountable Health Model and Accountable Communities for Health. 

The grant program goals include: 

 Ensuring health care professionals, hospitals, behavioral health, long-term and post-acute care, local 

public health, and social services have the access to the knowledge and tools required to use, disclose and 
share health information in a safe and secure manner. 

 Ensuring that health care professionals, hospitals and health settings have access to education and 

technical assistance on privacy, security and consent management practices that are based on both the 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) and Minnesota Statutes. 

 Identifying opportunities for:  

 improvement in current patient consent processes for the release of protected health information 
required for health information exchange 

 access to education and technical assistance for health care professionals, hospitals and health 

settings on implementing leading practices for enabling safe and secure electronic health 
information exchange across multiple and diverse health care settings for the purpose of care 
coordination activities 

 consistent and uniform policies and procedures 

Minnesota’s $45 million State Innovation Model (SIM) testing grant made this award possible. The MDH 
and the Department of Human Services (DHS) jointly received this federal grant in 2013 and are using 
the funds to help implement the Minnesota Accountable Health Model. The model helps providers and 
communities work together to reduce costs and create healthier futures for Minnesotans. It supports 
community and provider partnerships, team care, care coordination, Accountable Care Organizations, 
payment reform, and health information technology investments. 

The Minnesota Accountable Health Model will further test and evaluate whether investments in e-health, 
data analytics used for population health, and HIE can be used to accelerate the movement of health care 
providers and organizations to shared cost, shared savings or Total Cost of Care (TCOC) arrangements. 

In addition, these investments build upon and align with the vision of the Minnesota e-Health Initiative to 

accelerate the adoption and use of Health Information Technology (HIT) in order to improve health care 
quality, increase patient safety, reduce health care costs and improve public health. Built on the 2015 
Interoperable Electronic Health Record (EHR) Mandate, these e-health investments can move all providers 
to adopt and use e-health to support participation in the Minnesota Accountable Health Model.  

http://mls.dhs.state.mn.us/trk/click?ref=zw7iitdoi_0-f7x3392x0%110%11PUB499&


For more information about the grant program and the State Innovation Model testing grant please visit 
the Minnesota Accountable Health Model-SIM Minnesota website. For more information about e-Health 
please visit the Minnesota e-Health website. 

Learning Collaborative Advisory Committee meeting announcement 
The Health Care Homes/State Innovation Model (SIM) Learning Collaborative Advisory Committee 
meets Thursday, April 9, 2015, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Wellstone Center, in Room 212. 
The Wellstone Center is located at 179 Robie Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55107. 

The primary purpose of this advisory committee is to provide guidance and technical expertise to 
the Health Care Homes/Minnesota Accountable Health Model Learning Collaborative. The purpose 
of the Learning Collaborative is to support care transformation through a variety of learning 
modalities with partners including provision of tools, mutually shared learning through learning 
collaborative sessions and implementing best practices through time phased, structured learning 
communities. 

For questions please contact Health.healthcarehomes@state.mn.us. 

Registration open for the 2015 Health Care Homes, Minnesota 
Accountable Health and State Innovation Models (SIM) Learning 
Days Conference. 
The 2015 Health Care Homes and State Innovation Model (SIM) Learning Days Conference, 

"Moving Forward Together: Building Healthy Minnesota Communities," is an opportunity for 
Minnesota health care home providers, SIM grantees, and community partners to gain 
knowledge, form relationships, and build collaborative partnerships among health care, 
behavioral health, long-term and post-acute care, local public health, social services and 
consumers.  

Please join us for a full day of programming on May 13 with optional half day pre and post 
conference workshops on May 12 and 14. All events take place at the River's Edge Convention 
Center in St. Cloud, Minnesota.  

View the Schedule 

Reserve Lodging 

Register to Attend 

For questions please contact Health.healthcarehomes@state.mn.us. or call (651) 201-5421. 

Electronic Health Record Loan Program 
On April 1, 2015, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) is announcing a new round of 
funding for the Electronic Health Record (EHR) Revolving Loan Program to support expanded 
adoption and effective use of interoperable EHR systems and technology as defined by Minnesota 
Statutes 62J.495, Subdivision 1a.  

The total amount of funding for the EHR Loan Program is estimated at $4,000,000.00. Available 
no-interest loans are for a six-year period beginning after loan fund disbursement, with the first 
year deferred. MDH will give selection priority to applicants in the following areas: behavioral 
health, long-term care, public health, social supports and services, as well as organizations 
participating in Accountable Care Organization models, and who serve the underserved.  

For more information about this announcement, including the Request for Proposals, please visit 
the MDH Grants and Loans website or contact Darwin Flores Trujillo at 

darwin.flores.trujillo@state.mn.us or (651) 201-3850. 

Storytelling Engagement Project RFP 
The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) is seeking one or more vendors to create and 
implement a facilitated process to collect, produce, and share stories of health integration and 
innovation that are aligned with the overarching goals of Minnesota’s State Innovation Model 
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grant. The purpose of the stories is to build awareness and support broad community interest in 
integrated care models. 

A storytelling process is intended to provide SIM stakeholders and their target communities with 
an opportunity to reflect on and create meaning from multiple perspectives, which in turn will 
support sustained integration and innovation. Final produced stories may have varying audiences 
such as care providers, community organizations or individual community members, policy 

makers, health care administrators. 

The deadline to submit proposals is April 17, 2015. 

Minnesota Accountable Health Model Updates 
Visit the Minnesota Accountable Health Model website for frequent updates, including a list of 
upcoming RFP opportunities and a map of awardees to date. 
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