Essential community supports
	Page posted: 12/26/14
	Page reviewed:
	Page updated: 

	Legal authority
	Minn. Stat. §256B.0922, Minn. Stat. §144.0724, subd. 11, Minn. Stat. §256B.0911, Minn. Stat. §256B.0913

	Definition
	Essential Community Supports (ECS) Program: Community-based services for people who do not meet nursing facility level of care criteria.

	Eligibility
	Two groups of people may be eligible for ECS.
ECS for seniors

The first group includes people who meet all of the following criteria:

· Are age 65 or older

· Are not eligible for Medical Assistance
· Can benefit from one or more ECS services
· Do not or no longer meet the nursing facility level of care criteria

· Meet Alternative Care financial eligibility criteria
ECS for people in transition

The second group includes people who:
· Were receiving BI Waiver, CADI Waiver, EW or nursing facility services and 
· Lose MA eligibility for those services at their next reassessment on or after Jan. 1, 2015, due to changes in NF LOC criteria.
In addition, this second group:

· No longer meet the nursing facility level of care (NF LOC) criteria
· Are age 21 or older
· Meet Alternative Care (AC) financial eligibility criteria if not on MA
· Are not eligible for state plan (MA) Personal Care Attendant (PCA) services or Community First Services and Supports (CFSS); and 

· Can benefit from one or more ECS service

People that retain their MA eligibility and assessed to have needs with ADLs are eligible for state plan PCA services or Community First Services and Supports. They may not use ECS.

	Covered services
	Services support people with an assessed need for one of the supports to maintain their community living. ECS includes service coordination plus one or more of the following services:

· Adult day services
· Caregiver support and education

· Chore services
· Community living assistance 

· Home delivered meals
· Homemaker services
· Personal emergency response system

	Assessment
	Lead agencies conduct an assessment through a Long-Term Care Consultation or MnChoices. Lead agencies include counties, tribes and managed care organizations.

Lead agencies are responsible to reassess people at least annually to assure they continue to meet program eligibility requirements.

	Budgets
	Other program requirements include: 
· $424 monthly maximum budget

· Required service coordination and monitoring, limited to $600 annually

For the second eligibility group, an additional $600 for service coordination is available one time to assist in transition planning.

	Authorization
	Lead agencies authorize services using MMIS service agreements. Authorization is limited to 12 months. People can continue to receive ECS services for as long as they meet eligibility requirements. 

	Tools
	Under construction  - Check back shortly

· Essential Community Supports financial worksheets

· Essential Community Supports Workbook

· Instructions for completing ECS workbook

· Instructions for uploading ECS workbook to MnITS

	Additional resources
	Level of care 
Long-term care consultation
MnCHOICES
Nursing Facility Level of Care Criteria DHS-7028 (PDF)
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