Opioid Prescribing Work Group
The Opioid Prescribing Work Group (OPWG) plays a crucial role in Minnesota’s response to the crisis of opioid overuse. The group will work to address the state’s worrisome rise in the use of prescription opioid pain medication and heroin, the consequences of which include an increased incidence of opioid addiction, prenatal exposure resulting in babies being born in poor health, and needless overdoses and deaths. The OPWG will help shape the opioid-prescribing improvement and monitoring program, created in 2015 at the direction of the governor and the legislature to reduce the spread of opioids. 

The OPWG comprises consumers, health care and mental health professionals, law enforcement and representatives of the managed care organizations that contract to serve Minnesota Health Care Program (MHCP) members. It is tasked with the following:

· Recommending protocols that address all phases of the opioid prescribing cycle

· Overseeing development of educational resources and messages for providers to use in communicating with patients about pain and the use of opioids to treat pain

· Recommending quality-improvement measures to assess variation and support improvement in clinical practice

· Recommending two thresholds directed at MHCP-enrolled providers with persistently concerning prescribing practices, one threshold that will trigger quality improvement and the other termination from MHCP.
<br>
Appointing authority: Commissioner of human services. Compensation: $200 honorarium plus reimbursement for mileage and parking. (Minnesota Statutes, section 256B.0638) 

Contact information:
Minnesota Department of Human Services
PO Box 64983
St. Paul, MN 55164-0983


 HYPERLINK "mailto:dhs.opioid@state.mn.us" OPWG mail box
OPWG members (and statutorily set membership categories)

Julie L. Cunningham, PharmD, BCPP, Mayo Clinic Health System (nonphysician health care professional who treats pain)
Sen. Chris Eaton, RN, Minnesota State Senate (consumer representative)
Tiffany Elton, PharmD, NCPS, Fond du Lac Human Services Pharmacy (pharmacist)
Dana Farley, MS, Minnesota Department of Health (nonvoting)
Rebekah Forrest, RN, CNP, Native American Community Clinic (nurse practitioner)
Ifeyinwa Nneka Igwe, MD, Essentia Health (physician)
Chris Johnson, MD, Allina Health (Health Services Advisory Council member)
Ernest Lampe, MD, Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry (DLI medical consultant; nonvoting)
Matthew Lewis, MD (not practicing), Winona (consumer representative)
Pete Marshall, PharmD, HealthPartners (health plan pharmacy director)
Murray McAllister, PsyD, LP, Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute (nonphysician health care professional who treats pain)
Richard Nadeau, DDS, MPH, University of Minnesota School of Dentistry (dentist)
Mary Beth Reinke, PharmD, MSA, Department of Human Services (DHS pharmacy unit; nonvoting)
Charles Reznikoff, MD, Hennepin County Medical Center (mental health professional)
Alvaro Sanchez, MD, Medica (health plan medical director)
Jeffrey Schiff, MD, MBA, Minnesota Department of Human Services (MHCP medical director; nonvoting)
Sgt. Matthew J. St. George, Minneapolis Police Department (law enforcement)
Lindsey Thomas, MD, Hennepin County Medical Examiner’s Office (medical examiner)

Meetings

Beginning February 18, 2016 the OPWG will meet the third Thursday of each month from noon to 3:00 p.m. All meetings are at the Minnesota Department of Human Services, 444 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN 55155.
All meetings are open to the public. To attend in person, you must register in advance for a visitor’s badge and escort to the meeting. The 2017 meeting schedule is below.
	January 19, 2017
	July 20, 2017

	February 16, 2017
	August 17, 2017

	March 16, 2017
	September 21, 2017

	April 20, 2017
	October 19, 2017

	May 18, 2017
	November 16, 2017

	June 15, 2017
	December 21, 2017


You can instead view a live-streaming webcast of each meeting and submit written comments or questions in real time. Submitted comments and questions will be addressed during the public comment portion of each meeting. A link to an archived webcast of each meeting will be available a few days after the meeting. You do not need to register in advance to view the live-streaming or archived webcasts.

	Upcoming Meeting

	December 15, 2016 
	Select this link to view the meeting.

	Time: 
	Noon to 3 p.m.

	Location:
	Room 5139, DHS, 444 Lafayette Road, St. Paul

	
	Meeting Agenda (PDF)

	
	

	Recent Past Meeting

	November 17, 2016 
	Select this link to view a recorded webcast of the meeting.

	
	Meeting Agenda (PDF)

	
	Meeting Minutes

	
	

	Meeting Archive


<br>
To receive meeting agendas and background materials via email before each meeting, please contact the OPWG staff.

To request an accommodation: To request a reasonable accommodation to make it possible for you to attend any of the meetings, please send a request as soon as possible to the OPWG staff.
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