MFIP Employment Services Training and Provider Resources Information

Employment Services News

STAY CONNECTED:  Subscribe to receive employment services e-mail updates.
*** MFIP ES Training Course Offerings and Links/Attachments ***
Refer to this document for links to online training resources, course descriptions, and instructions.

What's New?

Online FSS Training Now Available!
A new interactive eLearning course on Family Stabilization Services for ES Providers is now available! Go to TrainLink under Income Maintenance and Employment Services Learning Center, select Search Learning Activities, and search for "family."  It’ll take about 50-60 minutes and there’s a short workbook that goes along with the eLearning course.
ES Advisory Group Meeting on Feb. 12, 2016


Here is a video of the ES Mentor Meeting from 2/12/2016: 
http://stream5.video.state.mn.us:8080/strobe/DHS-employsuppmentormtg021216.html.
To be included in the meetings please get your supervisor's approval, and then send an email to christine.smith@state.mn.us.
Success Story: Single Parent Receives Support, Finds Work
Check out this inspiring story available on our DHS website or click on the above link for the story. 
New child support law impacts MFIP clients
In spring 2015, the Minnesota Legislature passed a law to change the way child support is budgeted for Minnesota Family Investment Program eligibility and benefits. The new law calls for the first portion of eligible child support received each month to be disregarded in budgeting for public assistance: The first $100 of child support each month for families with one child, or the first $200 in child support for families with more than one child. This “disregard” means that this first portion of child support will not be considered “income,” and will therefore not result in a corresponding reduction of benefits. The changes were effective Oct. 1, 2015, to provide more resources for Minnesota families.
Combined Manual Updates for February 2016 are now available
They are effective 02-01-16, unless otherwise noted. 
Links:  CM Home Page       What’s New in the CM for 02/2016       Entire Combined Manual
The Future Changes Page is located in the left-hand column of the Combined Manual.  This page outlines upcoming policy changes. 
Homeless Day on the Hill
Homeless Day on the Hill is coming up on March 15, 2016, 9 am - 3 pm at the State Capitol in St. Paul.  For more information, go to the MN Homeless Coalition website.
New on the DHS Public Website
Here is a list of new information recently published on the department’s public website:  
Minnesota’s Child Maltreatment Intake, Screening and Response Path Guidelines
Diversionary Work Program: Emphasizing employment
History of the Minnesota Family Investment Program
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program helps people with low incomes buy food

MFIP ES Training Calendar for 2016
Feb. 11___________ Employability Measure Part A


March 3___________ MAXIS Inquiry for Employment Service Workers
March 8-10________ MFIP Employment Services training
March 11 _________ WF1 DHS Programs Case Management Training *
March 15__________ MAXIS Inquiry for Employment Service Workers

April 11 __________ MAXIS Inquiry for Employment Service Workers 
April 20___________ Employability Measure Part A


May 12 __________ MAXIS Inquiry for Employment Service Workers 
May 16 __________ MAXIS Inquiry for Employment Service Workers
May 17-19________ MFIP Employment Services training
May 20 __________ WF1 DHS Programs Case Management Training *
Please check TrainLink for times, room locations, etc. for all trainings listed above.  Additional trainings may be added to this list, please check back frequently. For any questions, please contact Susan Seidl, Training Coordinator at:  Susan.Seidl@state.mn.us or 651-431-4139.
* Register for WF1 trainings through the WF1 system under Resources.  Information will be published as soon as possible.
Old News:

Qtip #132: How 10-day Cutoff is Derived
Combined Manual Updates for January 2016
MAXIS Inquiry for Employment Service (ES) Workers
MFIP Basics Training Series Employment Services Providers available in TrainLink

Pertinent Bulletins:
Bulletin #16-32-01    Information to Assist Counties and Tribes with Preparation & Submission of Fiscal Reports
Bulletin 16-32-03      Human Service 2016 Allocations
Bulletin #15-69-08    Overview of 2015 Laws Affecting Children and Families.
Bulletin #15-32-07    Instructions for Completing the Social Service Fund Report, Form (DHS-2556)
Bulletin #15-21-04    Change in Determining Asset Eligibility for a Long-Term Care Spouse
Bulletin #15-48-01    2015 Legislative Changes to Group Residential Housing Program
Bulletin #15-69-03    The Human Services Performance Management System’s Remedies Process
Bulletin #15-21-05     Legislative Changes to Medical Assistance and MinnesotaCare
Bulletin #15-68-11     2015 Child Support Legislative Changes
Bulletin #15-32-06     Calendar Year 2016 Participation Rates

Employment Services Provider Resources:

MFIP ES Training Course Offerings and Links/Attachments
ES Advisory Group Information Sheet
Income Maintenance - training information
ES Training Request Form
General Registration and Training Information
Worker Resources for Employment Services Providers Handout 
Job Readiness, Life Skills and Job Skills Directly Related to Employment Guidance
Motivational Interviewing Tips
MFIP Work Activity Daily Supervision, Documentation and Verification Guide
Employment Services MFIP Activity Guide Tip Sheet
Job Counselor CCAP Worker Roles Grid 
Self-Employment Income Policy Guide
MFIP ES Education and Training Brochure
2015 Joint Counselor Training Resources 


Helpful Links:

CountyLink
Bulletins
County Reports
DHS Systems Information Resource (SIR)
TrainLink
Workforce One
Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED)
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