MFIP Employment Services Training and Provider Resources Information

Employment Services News

STAY CONNECTED:  Subscribe to receive employment services e-mail updates.

*** MFIP ES Training Course Offerings and Links/Attachments ***
Refer to this document for links to online training resources, course descriptions, and instructions.


What's New?

Heads up:  Future Combined Manual changes for October 2015
October 2015 changes are proposed for the MFIP earned income disregard and to the MFIP Assistance Standards. Changes are also proposed for SNAP for the utility standards, shelter deduction, standard deduction, gross income limits and monthly assistance standards.  Access these changes on the Future Changes Page in the left-hand column of the Combined Manual or by clicking on this link to Proposed October 2015 Changes.


SMRT Referral Form (DHS-6123) now includes mandatory screening criteria
An updated version of the SMRT Referral for Disability Determination form (DHS-6123-ENG) is now available in eDocs. The State Medical Review Team (SMRT) added a screening page to this form to help you identify whom to refer to SMRT. The screening page requires you to identify the reason for the referral by checking the appropriate box. If the reason is not listed on this page, you must contact SMRT to discuss the reason before submitting the referral.  Contact SMRT at the following:  Phone: 651-431-2493 or 800-235-7396 or Email: dhs.smrt@state.mn.us


2015 Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless conference
The 2015 Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless conference is coming up on Thursday and Friday, September 10 & 11 at the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center. There will be 60 informative and engaging breakout sessions, an evening talent show, a lunchtime performance by zAmya Theater, keynote by Dr. Joi Lewis, and networking opportunities with over 500 attendees from across the state.  Registration ends September 1. Click here for more conference details. Email Katherine Wagoner, mailto:katherine@mnhomelesscoalition.org with any questions.

Upcoming Motivational Interviewing – Coaching Refresher class on 9/14/2015 

A new Motivational Interviewing - Coaching Refresher class has been added for September!  Here are the details.

Class ID 30816, Motivational Interviewing: Coach Refresher. Click Here to register.
Room:       9/14    L.3100, 8:30-4:30pm class,      

Please follow the steps below:
1) Click on the link for the class you wish to register for.
2) Click on Add to Cart.
3) Input User Name and Password, if you have one, and skip to Step 6.
OR 
Click New Profile button under new student section.
Create a student profile radio button will be filled in. Depress Create Profile button.
Create a profile by completing all * blanks and click Submit button. Your profile will include: full name; personal address; personal telephone number and personal email.  
Your birthdate is optional, however it assists in keeping same-named individual files accurate. Your email or telephone may be used by MCTC to communicate information about your training.
You will receive a Learner Profile Notice.


4) Enter the class number into the Search box and click the Search button or press enter.
5) Click Add to Cart.
6) Click View Cart.
7) Click Agree to Refund Policy button and click Checkout button.
8) You will receive Current Registration information in your email. 


If you have registration problems or to change or cancel your registration, please call 612.659.6500 and ask for Tom.

Any other questions about Motivational Interviewing session offerings, please contact Christine Smith at christine.smith@state.mn.us.

Minnesota Association of Community Mental Health Programs (MACMHP) Conference
The annual Minnesota Association of Community Mental Health Programs (MACMHP) Conference will be held Sept. 16 through 18 at the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center. This year’s theme is “Partnering + Building = Better Tomorrow.” The conference provides community mental health professionals, providers, practitioners, and others with valuable training and education to better serve the community.  The early bird discount for the conference ends August 15, and online registration closes Aug. 31. More information is available on the MACMHP website.

New bulletins published
The Minnesota Department of Human Services has issued a new bulletin. To view each bulletin in its entirety, please click on the appropriate link:  

Bulletin #15-11-01 2016–2017 Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) Biennial Service Agreement (BSA) Guidelines
Bulletin #15-68-13 Child Care Assistance Program 2015 Legislative Changes
Bulletin #15-68-14 Ensuring Educational Stability of Children in Foster Care
Bulletin #15-69-08 Overview of 2015 Laws Affecting Children and Families.
Bulletin #15-32-07 Instructions for Completing the Social Service Fund Report, Form (DHS-2556)
Bulletin #15-21-04 Change in Determining Asset Eligibility for a Long-Term Care Spouse
Bulletin #15-48-01 2015 Legislative Changes to Group Residential Housing Program
Bulletin #15-69-03 The Human Services Performance Management System’s Remedies Process
Bulletin #15-21-05 Legislative Changes to Medical Assistance and MinnesotaCare
Bulletin #15-68-11 2015 Child Support Legislative Changes
Combined Manual updates or July 2015 now available


Combined Manual Updates for July 2015 are now available.  They are EFFECTIVE 07-01-15, unless otherwise noted

The link to the CM Home Page is:  http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/id_016956.
The link to the What’s New in the CM for 07/2015 is: http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/dhs16_195308.pdf.
The link to the Entire Combined Manual is:  http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/CombinedManual.
2015 Joint Counselor Training Resources Now Available
The 2015 Joint Counselor Training, held June 3-4 in Duluth, was a huge success. The event focus was "Bridging the Gaps -- Between Cultures, To Employment, To Financial Stability, To Greater Understanding, and To Better Relationships."   

Award photos, the attendee roster, and the PowerPoint presentations made available by presenters are all available on the DEED Joint Counselor Training website. 
MFIP ES Training Calendar for 2015

July 24_________ WF1 DHS Programs Case Management Training *

Aug. 5__________ Employability Measure Part A
Aug. 13_________ MAXIS Inquiry for ES Providers
August 17-19 ____ Introductory/intermediate Motivational Interviewing training *

Sept. 14_________Motivational Interviewing: Coach Refresher *
Sept. 22-24______ MFIP Employment Services
Sept. 25_________WF1 DHS Programs Case Management Training *


Oct. 14__________ Employability Measure Part A

Please check TrainLink for times, room locations, etc. for all trainings listed above.  Additional trainings may be added to this list, please check back frequently. For any questions, please contact Susan Seidl, Training Coordinator at:  Susan.Seidl@state.mn.us or 651-431-4139.

* Register for WF1 trainings through the WF1 system under Resources.  Motivational Interviewing training is available clicking this link.  Information will be published as soon as possible.
Other News:
Pertinent Bulletins
Bulletin #15-32-06    Calendar Year 2016 Participation Rates
Bulletin #15-68-06C  Implementing the MFIP Housing Assistance Grant


Bulletin #14-32-18     Northstar Care for Children Fiscal Processes
Bulletin #14-69-05     2014 Legislative Changes for Economic Assistance Programs
Bulletin #14-11-02     Policy Changes to Education and Training Activities in the Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP)
Employment Services Provider resources:

ES Advisory Group Information Sheet
Income Maintenance - training information
ES Training Request Form
General Registration and Training Information
Worker Resources for Employment Services Providers Handout 
Job Readiness, Life Skills and Job Skills Directly Related to Employment Guidance
Motivational Interviewing Tips
MFIP Work Activity Daily Supervision, Documentation and Verification Guide
Employment Services MFIP Activity Guide Tip Sheet
Job Counselor CCAP Worker Roles Grid 
Self-Employment Income Policy Guide
MFIP ES Education and Training Brochure


Helpful Links:

CountyLink
Bulletins
DHS Systems Information Resource (SIR)
TrainLink
Workforce One
Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED)
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